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Introducing.... Moshe!

|. Doubly Strange

A. Parshat Shmot: First Stage
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And a man went from the house of Levi and he took a daughter of Levi.
And the woman conceived and bore a son; and she saw that he was good and she hid him for
three months.

Questions:

1. What is the significance of “And a man went?

2. Who are the man and the woman? Why aren’t ‘they identified?

3. Is this any way to introduce the birth of the greatest leader we have ever known?

B. Parshat Va’eira: Second Stage
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And The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
“Come speak to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, that he send the Children of Israel from his land.”
And Moses spoke before the LORD, saying, “Behold! The Israelites would not listen to me; how
then should Pharaoh heed me, and | have sealed lips!”
And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron and commanded them regarding the Israelites and
regarding Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to take the Israelites out of the land of Egypt.
And these were the heads of their father’s houses. The sons of Reuben, Israel’s first-born:
Enoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi; those are the families of Reuben.
The sons of Shimon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Saul the son of a Canaanite
woman; those are the families of Simeon.
These are the names of Levi’s sons in order of their birth: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari; and the
years of Levi’s life were 137 years.
The sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei, by their families.
The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel; and the span of Kohath’s life was 133
years.
The sons of Merari: Machli and Mushi. These are the families of the Levites, in order of their
birth.
And Amram took to wife his father’s sister Jochebed, and she bore him Aaron and Moses; and
the span of Amram’s life was 137 years.
The sons of Izhar: Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri.
The sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri.
And Aaron took to wife Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab and sister of Nahshon, and she bore
him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.
The sons of Korah: Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph. These were the families of the Korahites.
And Aaron’s son Eleazar took to wife one of Putiel’s daughters, and she bore him Phinehas.
These were the leaders of the fathers of the Levites by their families.
This was Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said, “Take the Israelites out of the land of Egypt,
according to their legions.”




OU Parsha Shiur 2020-2021
Shiur 11 Parshat Va’eira
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

They were the ones who spoke to Pharaoh, king of Egypt to take the Israelites out of the
Egyptians; this was the Moses and Aaron. And it was on the day when the LORD spoke to Moses
in the land of Egypt.

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “l am the LORD; speak to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, all that
| speak to you,”

And Moses said before the LORD, “Behold! | have sealed lips; how then shall Pharaoh heed
me!”

Questions:

1. Why does the Torah specifically choose this dramatic moment to detail the lineage of Moshe
and Aharon?

Why interrupt the historical narrative midstream?

This genealogical table would clearly have been more appropriate at the beginning of the story,
when Moshe is first introduced.

2. Amram and Yocheved, the parents of Aharon and Moshe, are mentioned here for the first
time by name.

If the Torah was determined to hide the identities of Moshe’s parents at their first introduction,
why reveal their identities now?

. First Stage: Shmot

A. w'X1721: And a man went...
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Ibn Ezra: From one city to the next-Israelites dwelt in many cities
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Ramban: Dismisses the Ibn Ezra’s suggestion and offers an alternative approach. “He went”
demonstrates Amram’s courageous determination to marry and reproduce in the face of the
king’s decree. This language is often used in the text to convey the undertaking of new, often
difficult, steps.
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Talmud quotes elaborating Midrash-Amram divorces his wife in the face of Pharaoh’s decrees.
Through a number of arguments, Miriam dissuades him from this step. Amram “goes and
retakes” Yocheved as a wife.

B. Name Omission
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Ramban: The names of Moshe’s parents are omitted because the Torah ultimately wants to
offer a full genealogical outline (as it does later) and does not want to interrupt the story at this
point to do so..

Rabbi David Sperber (Michtav L’David): The Torah omits the names of Moshe’s parents in order
to underscore the limitations of yichus. Torah leadership is earned not inherited.

I11. Second Stage: Va’cira
A. Purpose and Placement
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Sforno: The Torah contrasts the detailed mention of the progeny of Levi with the limited
mention of the progeny of his older brothers to indicate the Levi raised his children in such a
way as to produce leaders such as Moshe, Aharon and Miriam
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Malbim: The genealogical table is placed here because for the first time Moshe and Aharon
have been appointed as full partners over all aspects of the exodus. The listing can be
compared to the search for a pearl in a vessel full of sand. HaShem searches for the pearl
among the descendants of Yaakov until he reaches the progeny of Levi-Moshe Aharon and
Miriam
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Rashi: The Torah at times lists Moshe before Aharon and, at times, Aharon before Moshe, in
order to reflect their equality.
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein asks: How can Rashi make this claim, if Moshe was the greatest leader
in our history? He responds that Hashem judges each of us against ourselves and not against
anyone else. Both Moshe and Aharon fulfilled their life mission fully. They were thus equal in
HaShem’s eyes.

Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch: The genealogical is included here because this is the turning
point towards the miraculous success of Moshe and Aharon’s mission. Specifically, therefore,
the Torah wants to establish at this point that these towering figures were of “absolutely human
origin.”

Paganism-heroes are gods; Judaism-heroes are human; Christianity-heroes are gods.
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IV. Double Unfolding: Balance Between Yichus and Self-determination:

The omission of the names of Moshe's parents and relatives on the occasion of his birth
reminds us that Moshe achieves greatness on his own. The inclusion of those names in Parshat
Va’'era reminds us of the role which his family background plays in enabling him to succeed in
his quest.

IV. nwn17'1...w'R 172'1: Encapsuling Moshe’s Life?

I'NXN MAY~W'X NON MI¥N WX X' DN7202 X' PARTYR XY nwn 7720 0NN 02

70X 112'X NI0ONI WK Y2 NI0N NI R NI0N 1Inn UN N7 7N DI ']N'?YJ X'l
NI0N WA'™X7 YITA TN 7720 ARINNTNXK IXINE XITNION NWN AN
11N MNIX'I NYN AYN IR N10N |INn D'A7N IR LA ITal NINI7 10 2 DI X'

12'0 12TN INQ DTN DI DNIXNA YIRA 7RY70] DRXYT 'WYwn wTna
NN TA 7KW OWTIN' QTR 1IN 'O NATA INAY DYT'ON 1Yo
XY 127 TANI1 APV N7 KRN DD K7 INNTM DY IR KR DNIRNTIR DY nunl

VI. 17'1...177%: Comparison and Contrast
1. Era of the Individual vs National Era
2. Commandment vs. Initiative



